
Fr. Dunston CMI: A  Model for Formators

20 October 2020 was the fourteenth death anniversary of Fr. Dunston Olakkengal CMI; 
on 27 November 2020, we celebrate his birth centenary as well. Many in the CMI 
Congregation, especially those in the northern provinces in Kerala (Thrissur, Coimbatore 
and Sagar), knew him as an exemplary formator. On his death anniversary, some members 
shared, through voice mail, their memories of Father Dunston, how he influenced them 
during their formation. 
 Those who did their novitiate in Saravanampatti, Coimbatore, during 1984-1986 and 
2004-2006 knew Fr. Dunston very closely. As he grew older, he became physically weak; 
hence, brothers took turn at night to watch over him and to extend support, if needed. One 
of them remembered how one day he did not find Father Dunston in his bed, and anxiously 
began to search for him; later, he found him in the chapel kneeling before the tabernacle. 
Though he lost his memory, he could identify the tabernacle and could sit quietly in the 
Lord's presence: “Though he forgot everything, he did not forget Jesus,” recalled this 
former novice. He narrated another incident: the madam who was teaching English, 
seeing Fr. Dunston walking, said: “He is a saint!” The cover picture of the book mentioned 
below shows him in his old brown habit with an innocent smiling face, without any trace 
of hair on his head, as he lost his hair completely due to eczema which he had contracted in 
his forties. 
 When Fr. Dunston was at Ampazhakad, during 1953-1956, Fr. Malachias was the 
prior and his spiritual director. He asked him to write down his memories. Obediently, Fr . 
Dunston wrote down in a note book (163 pages in all) his memories. Based on this 
manuscript, Fr. Poly Payyappilly has written a biography of Fr. Dunston, with the title 
“Sutharyam Sundaram” (meaning, transparent and beautiful), the second edition of which 
will be published during the commemoration of his birth centenary. 
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a\Ênsâ Xnf§p¶ HcSbmfambncp¶p. bYmÀ°¯nÂ Acq]n \ndª Hcp a\pjysâ 
BIÀjIamb Hcp apJw. U¬Ì\¨³ k¯m]cambn ssZh¯nsâ a\pjy\mbncp¶p. 
A\p[ym\hpw ZnhyImcpWymcm[\bpw IdbnÃm¯ kmtlmZcyhpw hnip²amb 
AP]me\tkh\hpsaÃmw At±l¯nsâ PohnX khntijXIÄ Bbncp¶p. hnip² 
Nmhd ]nXmhnsâ apJap{Zbmbncp¶p Cu KpWhntij§Ä. U¬Ì\¨\v A[nIw 
{]kwKn¡msX kphntijw {]tLmjn¡m³ Ignbpambncp¶p. Hcp hm¡pIqSn 
tNÀ¡s«. CXp t]msebpÅ P·iXmÐn BNcWw hfsc ÇmL\obamWv. IS¶p 
t]mb BßobmNmcy·msc A\pkvacn¡p¶Xv D¯aw am{XaÃ Dt¯P\hpamWv. 
{]nb¦c\mb U¬Ì\¨s\ \ap¡v \µntbmsS, A`nam\t¯msS, kvt\lt¯msS 
A\pkvacn¡mw.

Xnf§p¶ Hcp \£{Xambn U¬Ì\¨³ \½psS a\ÊpIfnÂ {]Imin¡s«!

AgInÃ BImc`wKnbnÃ 
Al´bnÃ Alw`mhanÃ 
BibnÃ BÀ¯nbnÃ 
AkqbbnÃ Aew`mhanÃ. 

 ]m«nÃ ]TmÀ°bnÃ
 ]IbnÃ ]It]m¡enÃ 
 ]cmXnbnÃ ]cntZh\anÃ 
 ]mcX{´yaXptaXpanÃ.

Im´nbpïv a\xim´nbpïv 
IcpXepïv IÀXr`mhapïv 
IcpWbpïv  Icfneenhpïv
IÀ½apïv IÀ½tijnbpïv. 

CÃmbvabpw Dffmbvabpw

^m. Btâm h«¡pgn kn.Fw.sF.

 hn\bapïv hoïphnNmcapïv 
 hnip²nbpïv hnizmkapïv 
 hnthIapïv hnÚm\apïv 
 hnImcapïv hn[n\ymbapïv.

t\m«anÃ t\«taXpw 
t\mhpIfqw s\m¼chpw 
\nÀ`b\mbn t\cnSp¶p 
\nXyXsb ]pÂInSphm³. 

 bmKambn XymKambn 
 Poh\mbn Pzmebmbn 
 HmÀ½bmbn iànbmbn 
 im´nbmbn kam[nbmbn.

^m. tXmakv sF¡c kn.Fw.sF.
ap³ {]ntbmÀ P\dmÄ
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